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To the Residents of DeKalb County:

We are pleased to present our Fifty-Fifth Annual Report which highlights the ways in which the

DeKalb County Health Department works each and every day to improve health outcomes in our

community.

In early January, the Health Department moved into the much-anticipated vaccination phase of

the COVID-19 pandemic response. After eight months of encouraging the use of non-

pharmaceutical community intervention strategies, we welcomed the additional tool of safe and

effective vaccines to help in our continued efforts to combat the pandemic.

Throughout 2021, we were able to leverage the existing plans and agreements that were in place as

part of our Emergency Response Plan, to offer numerous opportunities for the community to

receive the vaccine. These vaccines opportunities included mass vaccination clinics, clinics at our

Health Department location, on-site clinics at schools and businesses and convenience-based

opportunities at various community events. In the Fall of 2021, as we experienced our largest surge

in cases, we continued our case investigation efforts with an emphasis on providing support to our

long-term care and other congregate care settings.

While the COVID-19 response remained a key priority throughout 2021, DCHD continued to

provide other vital public health services to residents. This report provides a three-year snapshot of

service data which reflects the program level impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic, but also highlights

our efforts to sustain other vital  public health services for the  community during this

unprecedented time.

It is my hope that when as we move to the recovery phase of the pandemic and beyond, we will

see a new appreciation for the value of public health and the impact it has on every aspect of our

daily lives. It is difficult in this moment to fully grasp the historic significance of all that has

happened in 2021, but I know that as an agency and as a community we are stronger because we

have been through this challenge together.

We would like to thank our incredible Health Department staff, our valued community partners,

the elected and appointed officials and the residents of DeKalb County for their ongoing support

and commitment to public health.
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COVID-19 Response
Highlights of DeKalb County Health Department's (DCHD) response to the COVID-19 Pandemic in 2021

Approximately 9,240 cases of COVID-19 were reported  in
DeKalb County in 2021. Each case required an investigation
to determine  isolation/quarantine recommendations and to
identify close contacts of positive individuals.  The Health
Department reported 77 COVID-19 related  deaths in
2021.  Health Department staff investigated 47 COVID-19
outbreaks totaling 605 cases throughout DeKalb County. 
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Biosurveillance & Epidemiological Investigation 

January:
DCHD received a direct shipment of 700 Moderna
COVID-19 vaccines and transferred 200 to
Northwestern Medicine to continue vaccinating
healthcare staff
The first DeKalb County mass vaccination clinic was
held 
NIU mass vaccination clinic was activated and
clinics were held

February: 
COVID-19 variant reported in region
DCHD transitioned to vaccinations for Phase 1b
priority groups
Phase 1A priority groups became eligible to
receive their 2nd dose of vaccine

March:
DCHD partnered with the Illinois National Guard to
administer COVID-19 vaccines to eligible DeKalb
County residents

April:
DCHD began vaccinating residents aged 16+, per
State recommendation

May:
DCHD collaborated with Grow Mobile to provide
onsite vaccinations during Grow Mobile events
DCHD began vaccinating children 12 to 15 years old

June:
DCHD began to offer walk-in clinics with no
appointment needed 

July:
By this time, DCHD held 134 clinics and vaccinated
over 54,600 individuals with the COVID-19 vaccine

August:
DCHD deployed the community mobile health unit

September:
DCHD began providing 3rd dose Pfizer vaccinations
for those who are immunocompromised

October:
DCHD began to offer Moderna and J&J booster
vaccines

November:
DCHD offered first pediatric vaccine clinics
for those ages 5-11

December:
The Omicron variant was identified in the United
States

2021 Significant Event Timeline 

COVID-19 Outbreaks by Location

Schools (42.55%)

Long-term Care Facilities (34.04%)

Childcare Facilities (6.38%)

Congregate Care Settings (6.38%)

Manufacturing/Business Settings (10.64%)



COVID-19 Response
Highlights of DeKalb County Health Department's response to the COVID-19 Pandemic in 2021
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The Health Department followed the IDPH Statewide
vaccination plan. As vaccines became available at the
beginning of 2021, the Health Department procured and
offered the two-dose  Moderna and  Pfizer vaccines and the
single-dose Janssen (J&J) vaccine.

Vaccinations were administered at vaccine clinics according to
the most recent CDC recommendations. The Health
Department held 517 vaccine clinics where 58,335 COVID-
19  vaccinations were administered. Vaccinations included
initial series vaccines, booster doses, and third doses. A total
of 175 initial series pediatric doses of the    Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine  for children aged 5-11 years old were
administered.

A Mobile Health Unit was purchased through generous
funding received from the DeKalb County COVID-19
Response Fund (DCCRF) Advisory Committee as part of the
DeKalb County COVID-19 Response Grant program.  The
mobile unit provided additional convenience-based
opportunities for community members to receive the
COVID-19 vaccine  and will  expand access to quality health
care opportunities throughout DeKalb County.

Vaccination Efforts

58,335

56,795

1,524
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Total Number of Vaccinations

initial series

booster doses

                                           third doses

Emergency public health  information was reviewed and
shared via social media, press releases, the  Health
Department website, educational presentations, interviews,
and weekly Community COVID-19 Newsletters.

Using email marketing software, 187 email campaigns were
sent reaching 2,846 individuals. Over 216,700 emails were
sent throughout 2021 detailing emergency public health
information. 

Several Health Department staff attended regularly
scheduled  Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)
Regional Public Information Officers (PIO) virtual  meetings.
Additionally, emergent PIO virtual meetings were attended
outside of regular business hours.

Staff also attended regular school superintendent and school
nurse meetings where they provided the most recent
information, guidelines and procedures, and addressed
COVID-19 related questions. 

Information Management
2021 Weekly Case Summary

COVID-19 Cases
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DCHD Vaccine Clinics By
Location

Health Department (52.9%)

Convenience Clinics (25.54%)

Mass Vaccination Clinics (16.3%)

Congregate Care Settings (5.25%)
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Thank You To Our Community Partners
DeKalb County Health Department would like to
extend our heartfelt gratitude for your
partnership during the height of COVID-19
response efforts. Local agencies were a critical
support for our efforts in battling the COVID-19
pandemic.

The meaningful work of the Health Department
to prevent disease and injury, protect the
environment, and promote health would not be
possible without the support, participation, and
assets of the DeKalb County community.

We will continue to strengthen our  existing
partnerships and look forward to building
relationships with community partners who
share in our dedication to a healthier DeKalb
County.

COVID-19 Response
Highlights of DeKalb County Health Department's response to the COVID-19 Pandemic in 2021

Community Collaboration

Over 1,000 COVID-19 kits were distributed to
food pantries throughout DeKalb County.
Approximately 12,580  BinaxNOW rapid
antigen  tests for COVID-19  were distributed to
community partners. The Health Department
provided individual agency consultation and site
visits to help agencies  interpret and implement
statewide guidance. In particular, the Health
Department served as a resource to the
States  Attorney, Judges, Police & Fire, School
Superintendents & Nurses, Daycare Providers,
and other community partners by request. The
Health Department  provided assistance
interpreting the most  current guidelines,
procedures, and other questions related to
COVID-19 mitigation and response. 

"The partnership between the County Health Department and
Opportunity House during the pandemic was incredible in multiple
ways. Excellent communication and guidance was essential in helping
us keep our workforce and clients safe. We were especially appreciative
for assistance with testing and vaccination clinics."

- Tom Matya, Executive Director Opportunity House, Inc.

"Navigating the COVID 19 pandemic has been the most challenging
event in my 27-year career in public education. The support provided
by Lisa Gonzalez, Cindy Graves, and so many other members of the
DeKalb County Health Department was priceless, timely, and crucial to
each and every decision made. Not only did they take the time to meet
with all the county public school superintendents weekly at the height
of the pandemic, but they also interacted by phone, email, and text at
all hours of the day and night. There is no way any DeKalb County
superintendent could have survived without the guidance, knowledge,
and support of the DeKalb County Health Department."

- Brent O'Daniell, Superintendent, Genoa-Kingston CUSD #424

"The DeKalb County Health Department has been an invaluable,
incredible collaborator since the beginning of COVID. I have heard
feedback from other places where the local universities and that the
health department and university were not in sync regarding COVID
mitigation strategies and often didn’t work together. NIU couldn’t have
had a more different experience. At every step of the way, DCHD was
there to give us advice and support. I’m not sure how we would have
made it through the last two years without their partnership."

- Matthew Streb, Chief of Staff, Northern Illinois University

Community Partner Reflections

BinaxNOW Test Distribution

K-12 Schools (97.39%)

Public Housing/Congregate Care (1.95%)

First Responders (0.65%)
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*

* BinaxNOW test distribution based on IDPH prioritization 



2020 2021

585586

HEALTH PROTECTION 

Licenses and inspects  food establishments, including

temporary food vendors.  Educates the public about safe food
handling, preparation and storage.

Food Service Sanitation Program

4744
Ensures proper installation and repair of privately owned wells

and sewage disposal systems.   Prevents the transmission of

disease caused by exposure to sewage and

contaminated drinking water.

Potable Water & Sewage Disposal

well permits issued

food establishments licensed

612new well inspections

114118water samples obtained & tested

3860real estate inspections

2834sewage disposal inspections

3338sewage disposal permits

Animal Control Program

2,3723,099dogs registered for three years

5,7005,778dogs registered for one year

231221animal bites reported

& investigated

7188sick-injured wildlife handled

132137dogs/cats handled

803724cats registered for three years

2,8872,467cats registered for one year

4952bats removed

Solid Waste Program

940336
routine, follow-up &

temporary food inspections

The Electronic/Textile Collection was held on June 26, 2021 with over 425 cars served, filling 4 semi-trailers, 24 tons of electric waste

and almost 3 tons of textile collected. The Household Hazardous Waste Collection was held on July 10, 2021 with over 135 cars

served. A second Electronic/Textile Collection was held on October 16, 2021 with approximately 273 cars served, filling 4 semi-

trailers, 21 tons of electronic waste, almost 1 ton of books and just over one-half ton of textiles were collected. 

2019

570

1,150

40

12

61

26

19

33

3,271

5,593

234

65

186

--

--
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The goal of Animal Control is to prevent the spread of rabies

through vaccinations and education and support a database of

registered dogs and cats. AC staff are responsible for enforcing

county ordinances and state laws pertaining to animal-related

complaints. Investigations are done regarding nuisance

complaints, allegations of animal cruelty or neglect, as well as
reports of stray, roaming or injured animals; or dangerous,

vicious or biting animals.
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9,8787,467

COMMUNITY HEALTH
& PREVENTION

Assists income eligible pregnant women, infants and young

children to obtain the healthcare services and other
assistance  they may need to have a  healthy

pregnancy and promote the child's  healthy development. We

continue to encourage pregnant women to seek our services

early in their pregnancy.

Family Case Management

Helps meet the nutritional   needs of income-eligible  women

who are pregnant, breastfeeding and  infants and children

under 5  years old through  health and nutrition

assessments  and education, food vouchers to
participating  stores and breastfeeding support.  Many working

families and those who receive SNAP benefits also qualify for

WIC services.  Walk-ins are welcome. 

Women, Infants and Children (WIC) 
Supplemental Food & Nutrition Program

reportable diseases

Communicable Disease Program

10,3947,368case investigations

The mission of the Communicable Disease Program is to

promote a healthy community and prevent the spread of
disease.

Adult & Travel Immunizations

Provides vaccines for preventable diseases to adults, including

flu vaccines. Travel immunizations visits include a nurse

consultation for recommended vaccines and country  specific

information. 

Childhood Immunizations

Provides vaccines for preventable diseases to children,

including flu vaccines.   DCHD is a state approved Vaccine for

Children (VFC) Program and provides free or low-cost vaccines

to eligible children through 18 years. DCHD also provide
immunizations to children who are covered by private health

insurance which is then submitted electronically to their health

insurance plan.

Tuberculosis Program

The mission of the Communicable Disease Program is to

promote a healthy community and prevent the spread of

disease.

730835children immunized

1,4761,635vaccines administered

average number of

active monthly clients

5,5947,529individuals served

1,5211,586adult vaccines administered

977855
tuberculin skin tests

administered and interpreted

1,1981,124

2020 20212019

8,079

1,342

756

1,008

2,272

2,476

5,742

956
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983941

COMMUNITY HEALTH
& PREVENTION

Screens children to identify and refer those who are in need of

follow-up care.

Vision & Hearing Screening Program

Offers confidential non-judgmental medical, educational and

social services to males and females  of childbearing age to

support reproductive health  and positive  birth outcomes.  All

forms of birth  control  methods, including Long-Acting
Reversible Contraceptive (LARC) are available. Testing and

treatment for sexually transmitted infections including HIV

testing.

Family Planning Program

births registered

Vital Records Program

811855
deaths registered

(medical and permanent)

As the DeKalb County Registrar, the DeKalb County Health

Department has the responsibility of registering birth and
death records in DeKalb County. Certified copies of certificates

are issued by request.  

Drug Testing Services

Improves access for affordable urine drug screening for college

programs, employers and the public.

Healthcare Enrollment
Assistance Program

Provides assistance  with enrollment in the Health Insurance

Marketplace and Medicaid.  Funding for this program is made

possible by the  DeKalb County Community Mental Health

Board.

172222medicaid enrollments

109116marketplace applications

306181tests performed

2,1851,608hearing screenings

1,7991,428vision screenings

1,6251,486office visits

Ryan White Case Management
Program

Provides Medical Case Management services to HIV+

individuals and their families. 4545
number of clients enrolled

(monthly average)

Medical Cannabis Patient Program

Provides assistance with applications for the Medical Cannabis

Patient Registry Program.
156114submitted applications

2020 20212019

3,897

3,277

1,858

963

726

45

234

248

216

150
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

2021 2020 2019

Taxes

Grants

    Other

Environmental
Fees

Clinical
Fees

Revenues Expenditures

2021 2020 2019

Personnel

Contractural
Services

Commodities

Capital
Outlay

(unaudited)
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Comparative Data 2019-2021

)

Fees (14.14%)

08%)

We aim to reach out in the less
developed markets and countries
where SunnyMoney doesn't yet
operate. We'll also channel the
voices of African consumers and
entrepreneurs into the decision-
making processes of governments,
aid agencies, companies and NGO's
in order to contribute to the planning
of energy access development
initiatives that  can be both effective
and sustainable.

Expenditures

Personnel                     3,782,463            78.4%

Capital                                       7,584                0.1%
             

Total                             4,826,534             100%
             

Contractual                     847,560             17.6%

Commodities                  188,927                3.9%

Revenues

Grants                                 2,874,201          56% 

Taxes                                        896,457          17%

Environmental Fees       732,700           14%   
             

Clinical Fees                       423,233              8%

Total                                  5,146,630         100%
             

Other                                      220,039              4%

* 2019-2021 Financial Data includes revenues and expenses tied to the Public Health Maintenance account (4920)



(815) 758-6673 2550 N. Annie Glidden Rd.
 DeKalb, IL 60115

@DeKalbCoHD @DeKalbCoHD @DeKalbCoHD

A community where all can achieve optimal
health where they live, work and play.
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