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DeKalb County Board of 
Health Meeting
JULY 27, 2021

I. Approval of Agenda
APPROVAL  OF   THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  MEET ING  AGENDA  FOR  07 ‐27 ‐2021
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II. Approval of Minutes
APPROVAL  OF   THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  MEET ING  MINUTES  OF   05 ‐25 ‐2021

APPROVAL  OF   THE  PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE  MEET ING  MINUTES  OF  07 ‐06 ‐2021

APPROVAL  OF   THE  PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE  MEET ING  MINUTES  OF  07 ‐08 ‐2021

III. Committee Reports



7/28/2021

3

IV.  Persons To Be Heard 
From The Floor*

* Any member of the public may address the Board of Health or Committee for 
up to 3 minutes on any topic of their choosing, limited to thirty minutes in total.

V. Presentation
COVID‐19 DELTA VARIANT ‐ CINDY GRAVES
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COVID-19                 
DELTA VARIANT

What is the Delta Variant?

Delta is the name for the B.1.617.2. variant, a SARS-CoV-
2 mutation that originally surfaced in India. 

The strain has mutations on the spike protein that make it 
easier for it to infect human cells.

The first Delta case was identified in December 2020, and 
the strain spread rapidly, soon becoming the dominant 
strain of the virus in both India and then Great Britain. 
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How is the body affected?

Reports of symptoms are different than those 
associated with the original coronavirus strain 

It is being reported that symptoms such as cough and 
loss of smell are less common

Headache, sore throat, runny nose, and fever are being 
reported more commonly

Contagious vs. Dangerous

As of mid-July, more than 4 million children had been 
diagnosed with Covid-19, about 14.2 percent of all 
cases 

Reports are that while the Delta variant is definitely 
more contagious it doesn't appear to be more 
dangerous to children than other variants. 
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“Fastest and Fittest” (WHO)

By the end of June, Delta had already made up more 
than 20% of cases in the U.S., according to Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates. 

Number is rising swiftly, with the strain now the 
dominant variant in the U.S.

Transmissibility 
Delta is spreading 50% faster than Alpha, which was 50% 
more contagious than the original strain of SARS-CoV-2
 Therefore, Delta spreads more than twice as easily from 

one person to another than the original strain

In a completely unmitigated environment—where no one is 
vaccinated or wearing masks—it’s estimated that the 
average person infected with the original coronavirus strain 
will infect 2.5 other people. 

In the same environment, Delta would spread from one 
person to maybe 4 or 5 other people.

SARS-CoV-2 Alpha
SARS-CoV-2

Delta
SARS-CoV-2
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Transmissibility (cont) 

COVID-19 cases have increased over 300% nationally 
from June 19th to July 23rd due to the high transmissibility   
of the Delta variant

New data shows that people infected with Delta have 
higher viral loads (more virus in their bodies) than with 
previous variants

Most Dominant
There has been a very dramatic shift in the last two to 
three weeks in July to where Delta is now by far the 
most dominant variant especially among children.

~ June 20th, Delta variant accounted for just over 30%
of new cases

July 3rd about 65% dominant

CDC reported that as of July 20th, the Delta variant 
now accounts for more than 83% of COVID-19 cases.  
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% by State
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Vaccine Effectiveness 
(fully vaccinated)

Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna report 
~ 88% effective against symptomatic disease and 
~96% effective against hospitalization from Delta in 
the studies

Oxford-AstraZeneca reports ~60% effective against 
symptomatic disease and ~93% effective against 
hospitalization

Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) has an overall efficacy of 
~72% and claims only a small drop in potency against 
Delta compared with its effectiveness against the 
original strain of the virus

Yale Medicine, July 22, 2021
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VI. Combined Report
May to June 2021

Administration Update
LISA GONZALEZ
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COVID‐19 Cases

COVID‐19 Cases
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COVID‐19 Vaccine Data

COVID‐19 Vaccine Data
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COVID‐19 Vaccine Data Challenges

 Variations in data presented by CDC versus IDPH (likely due to

timing of data pulled and population estimates used).

 Need for public facing data on for vaccination rates among those

12‐17 population (IDPH has indicated they will release).

 Requested zip code level vaccine data for LHD planning purposes.

Updated Guidance for COVID‐19 
Prevention in K‐12 Schools

• Ongoing and regular communication with County
Superintendents throughout since March 2020.

• On July 9, 2021, CDC released updated COVID‐19
prevention guidance for K‐12 schools, guidance
was formally adopted by IDPH.

• Guidance was forwarded to all DeKalb County
District Superintendents.

• Supplemental IDPH and ISBE FAQ was released on
July, 26, 2021.

• FAQs build upon the CDC’s guidance with
recommendation how to best implement the
federal health authority's recommendations.
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Updated Guidance for COVID‐19 
Prevention in K‐12 Schools
Major changes to guidance for the 2021‐22 school year include the
following:
• Promotion of vaccination as the leading public health prevention

strategy to end the COVID‐19 pandemic.
• Alignment of masking recommendations for schools with CDC

guidance for individuals who are fully vaccinated.
• Additional emphasis on the importance of offering in‐person

learning, regardless of whether all of the prevention strategies can
be implemented in a school.

• Revised definition of close contacts to guide quarantine procedure.
• Introduction of a Test‐to‐Stay alternative to quarantine.

CDC Update on COVID‐19 Pandemic and 
Delta Variant (7‐27‐21)
1. Getting vaccinated prevents severe illness, hospitalization, and death; it also helps reduce 
the spread of the virus in communities. 

• Unvaccinated individuals should get vaccinated and continue masking until they are fully  
vaccinated. 

• With the Delta variant, this is more urgent than ever. The highest spread of cases and 
severe outcomes is happening in places with low vaccination rates 

2. Data show Delta is different than past versions of the virus: it is much more contagious. 

• Some vaccinated people can get Delta in a breakthrough infection and may be contagious. 

• Even so, vaccinated individuals represent a very small amount of transmission occurring 
around the country. 

• Virtually all hospitalizations and deaths continue to be among the unvaccinated. 
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CDC Update on COVID‐19 Pandemic and 
Delta Variant (7‐27‐21)

3. In areas with substantial and high transmission, CDC recommends that everyone  (including 
fully vaccinated individuals) wear a mask in public indoor settings to help prevent spread of 
Delta and protect others. 

4. CDC recommends that community leaders encourage vaccination and masking to prevent 
further outbreaks in areas of substantial and high transmission. 

5. CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K‐
12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. Children should return to full‐time in‐person learning 
in the fall with layered prevention strategies in place. 

CDC Update on COVID‐19 
Pandemic and Delta 
Variant (7‐27‐21)
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Fiscal Updates
 We continued to receive information from our state funders regarding

SFY2022 grant funding and application requirements.

 During this reporting period, program applications and budgets have been

submitted for all grant programs with the exception of the Comprehensive

Local Health Protection grant which includes the Local Health Protection,

Lead, Safe Drinking Water, Vector, Tanning and Body Art programs.

 Submitted the required Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) Year

End Fiscal Reporting for calendar year 2020.

Health Protection 
Update
GREG MAURICE
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Solid Waste and Recycling
Events completed for 2021:

o June 26, 2021 ‐ Electronic/Textile Collection ‐ DeKalb Airport

 Approximately 425 cars were served during the event, filling 4 semi‐

trailers.  24 tons of electronic waste, and almost 3 tons of textile were 

collected.

o July 10, 2021 ‐ Household Hazardous Waste Collection – DeKalb Airport

 Approximately 135 cars served

Events remaining for 2021:

o October 16, 2021 ‐ Electronic/Textile Collection – DeKalb Airport

Health Protection – Personnel Changes

 Significant staffing changes within Health Protection Division

 Resignation of EHP responsible for Well and Septic Program
 Internal Candidate to fill Well and Septic vacancy (from Food Program)

 Internal Candidate to fill Food Program vacancy (from SW Program)

 Internal Candidate to fill SW Program vacancy (effective 8/2 from COVID‐19)
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Community Health & Prevention, 
Health Promotion & Emergency 
Preparedness Update
CINDY GRAVES

COVID‐19 Outbreaks
May 2021:

• Three (3) Long‐Term Care Facilities, Two (2) daycare providers, and
one (1) manufacturing/distribution facility

June 2021:
• Three (3) Long‐Term Care Facilities, one (1) daycare provider, and

one (1) manufacturing/distribution facility



7/28/2021

19

Transition from Mass Vaccination Clinics

 Last NIU Convocation Center mass vaccination clinic was held on June 16th

 Last mass vaccination clinic was held June 16th at DeKalb High School
 Effective June 1st, walk‐in COVID‐19 vaccine clinics were conducted at

DCHD. In the month of June, 616 COVID‐19 vaccinations were administered
on a walk‐in basis.

Other Outreach Venues
Grow Mobile sites
 Kingston, Malta, Federated Church, University 
Village, Barb Food Mart, Cortland Lions Club, 
St. Paul’s in Hinckley

 Salem Lutheran Food Pantry

 Springfest at the DeKalb Airport

Resource Bank event

Genoa High School

Genoa Food Hub

 Juneteenth Celebration

Waterman Lyons Tractor Fest 

 Family Fun Fest @ Hopkins Park

NIU Huskie Hustle
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VII. Financial Data
REVIEW  AND  APPROVAL  OF   F INANC IA L  S TATEMENT  FOR  APR I L ,  MAY  AND   JUNE   2 021

REV I EW  AND  APPROVAL  OF  C LA IMS  FOR  THE  MONTHS  OF   JUNE  AND   JU LY  2 021
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IX. New Business

1. Board of Health Role 
and Responsibility
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New Board Member Orientation
• Historically, Board of Health Orientation is scheduled between the 

time of appointment and the time of first scheduled meeting in 
January.

• BOH Orientation consists of a meeting with the new member(s) and 
the Public Health Administrator. The following items are discussed:

• Contact Information and notification
• Board of Health and Standing Committee meetings 
• OMA requirement (instructions for completion online)
• Composition of BOH (By‐laws)
• DeKalb County Health Department Overview (DCHD Organizational 

Chart, Annual Report, DCHD Service Flyer provided)
• Funding and Budget Overview

Board Training and Topic Discussion
• Training Topics
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Board Contribution to Annual Report
• Historically, the DCHD Annual Report has been developed and

presented to the Board of Health at the March or May meeting of the
Board.

• Once presented at the Board level, the Report is then released
publicly via the DCHD website.

Planning for Bylaws Review
• Board of Health Bylaws were last revised in May 2014.
• Discussion on process for Bylaws Review.
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X. Executive Session

XI. Correspondence and 
News
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XII. Adjournment


