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Surface Application of Septage from Private Sewage Disposal Systems 

Application Form 
 

 

Please review the following regulations, Illinois Private Sewage Licensing Act, Illinois Private Sewage 
Disposal Code, and 40 CFR Part 503 Standards for the Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge. 

 

Please provide the following information to the DeKalb County Health Department (DCHD): 
 

Suitability Evaluation of Proposed Site(s) 
 

1)  A soil classifier must be hired to evaluate the soil’s suitability for septic sludge application. The soil 
analysis performed must include a good representation of the entire site to be used for surface 
application of septic sewage disposal. The analysis will also need to include ground slope, 
observed high and seasonal water tables and bedrock. 

 

2)  A soil classifier must provide an aerial photo with soil data and clearly make suitable areas for 
application. 

a) The suitable areas for land application will reflect the following restrictions: 

✓   home sites, wells, streams and ponds will be outlined and protected by a 200 foot 
required setback 

✓   wetlands and surface waterway corridors will be protected by a 50ft setback 
✓   slopes exceeding 5 percent will be excluded 
✓   the depth to the ground water table or to fractured limestone formations is at least 4 feet 

below the ground surface 
 

3) Make sure to include the following information. 
  Type of crops to be grown in the field 
  Agronomic application rate of nitrogen (measured in pounds per acre) 
  Expected volume of septage to be applied (the number of truck loads and tank size of 

the truck is sufficient) 
  Method of disposal application 
  Average width of spray area 
  Rate that septage is sprayed (measured in gallons per minute) 
  Minimum speed of truck (in miles per hour) 

 
4)  The applicant needs to designate on a scaled aerial view the field or portion of a field that they plan 

to apply on. 
 
5)  The applicant must complete the attached permission slip (“Initial Homeowner Approval for Land 

Application Form”) and have it signed by the property owner & septage applicator. 
 
6)  DCHD will determine whether or not the application site is suitable and contact the property owner 

and septic contractor with a final decision. 
 

Each site will be inspected annually to determine if septage is being applied in the approved location 
and in the proper amounts given crop type and yields in accordance with USEPA 503 regulations. 
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