
 
DEKALB COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING 

NOVEMBER 12, 2025 
04:00 PM 

 

Nominating Committee Members Present: 
 

Kimberly Heinisch RN, Chair    
Michelle Pickett 
 

Staff Present: 
 

Lisa Gonzalez, Public Health Administrator 
Erin Frye, Administrative Support & Marketing Manager 
 
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Heinisch, at 4:05 PM.  Mrs. Frye made the roll call of 
members present. There were no guests present for public comment.  
 
Mrs. Gonzalez summarized the Committee charge which includes recommending candidates for 
appointment to the Board of Health and recommending the slate of officers for calendar year 2026.   
 
Mrs. Gonzalez stated current members Anita Zurbrugg, Dr. Dominguez, and Lorraine Daly would 
complete their allowable service at the end of 2025. The committee was asked to consider 
candidates to fill the Nurse, Community Member and Veterinarian positions beginning January 
2026. 
 
Mrs. Gonzalez noted that two current Board of Health members are eligible and willing to serve 
additional terms: Karen Federici, who agreed to a second three-year term, and Michelle Pickett, 
who agreed to continue to serve as the County Board Representative for another one-year term. 
 
Mrs. Gonzalez reported that two prospective candidates had expressed interest in serving on the 
Board of Health. She explained Jennifer Freiburg, a nurse candidate, was recommended by a 
Sycamore School District contact. She elaborated that Ms. Freiburg brings experience as a school 
nurse in both Sycamore and DeKalb School Districts, prior experience in a clinical setting, is 
certified in vision and hearing screening and expressed strong interest in adolescent health and 
public health programs. 
 
Mrs. Gonzalez explained Andrea Hein, a community member candidate was recently retired from 
the College of Health and Human Sciences at Northern Illinois University and that Ms. Hein has 
collaborated with the Health Department on several projects and is seeking volunteer opportunities 
in the community. 
 
Both candidates were discussed and supported by the Committee. 
 
Mrs. Gonzalez then reviewed the challenge of filling the Veterinarian position, as Dr. Dominguez 
had completed his service and no replacement had yet been identified. Outreach efforts, including 
direct contacts, local veterinary networks and an email distribution, had not yet produced any 
interested candidates. The Committee discussed potential outreach strategies, including one-on-one 
recruitment and possible consideration of amending bylaws to allow veterinarians who work in the 
county but live outside it to serve. 
 



 
Committee members agreed to continue recruitment efforts and, if necessary, convene again in early 
2026 once a potential veterinarian candidate is identified. The Committee also discussed the 
potential future need to revise bylaws to allow flexibility in veterinarian residency requirements. 
 
Mrs. Gonzalez next led discussion on the Slate of Officers for 2026, indicating two of the three 
current officers will complete their terms at the end of the year. Mrs. Gonzalez provided a summary 
of current members’ terms to assist in planning. 
 
After discussion, the Committee recommended, Mark Mattson to serve as President, Jill Olson to 
serve as Vice President (with Dr. Federici identified as a secondary option should Ms. Olson 
decline) and Kimberly Heinisch, RN to serve as Secretary. 
 
Committee members reviewed the responsibilities of each officer position, including the Secretary’s 
role in reviewing meeting minutes prepared by staff. 
 
Mrs. Gonzalez summarized next steps. The Committee agreed to move forward with the 
recommendations of two new candidates (Freiburg and Hein), the reappointments of Michelle 
Pickett and Dr. Karen Federici, and the proposed 2026 slate of officers for consideration by the full 
Board of Health at its November meeting. Should a veterinarian candidate be identified, the 
Committee will reconvene briefly to review that individual prior to Board consideration. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:35 PM. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kimberly Heinisch, RN, Chair  
Board of Health Nominating Committee 


