
Chapter 40 – Private Sewage Disposal  

DeKalb County Code    Page 1 of 8 
 

 

Chapter 40 – PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

 
Sec. 40-A    Scope 

 

This ordinance is enacted to establish and provide for the enforcement of minimum standards to assure 
that private sewage disposal systems are designed and constructed to ensure proper operation, to 
protect the health of the public.  

 
The statutes of the State of Illinois grant to the DeKalb County Board the power to enact such ordinances 

that protect the health of the citizens of DeKalb County.  

 

After the effective date of adoption of this ordinance, all private water supply systems as described herein 

shall only be constructed or modified in accordance with this ordinance.  

 

Therefore, be it ordained by the County Board of DeKalb County, Illinois, that the following rules and 

regulations are hereby made and adopted. 

 
Sec. 40-A-1  Adoption by Reference 
In addition to those provisions set forth, this Ordinance shall be interpreted and enforced in accordance 
with provisions set forth in the following statutes, rules, and regulations of the State of Illinois, Department 
of Public Health and any subsequent amendments or revisions thereto, are incorporated herein and 
adopted by reference as part of this Ordinance: 
 
1. Private Sewage Disposal Licensing Act. (225 ILCS 225/ et seq)  
2. Private Sewage Disposal Code (77 Ill. Adm. Code 905) 
3. Private Sewage Mound Code (77 Ill. Adm. Code 906)  
4. Public Area Sanitary Practice Code (77 Ill. Adm. Code 895) 

 
Sec. 40-A-2  Definitions 
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this Ordinance: 
 

“Act” means the Private Sewage Disposal Licensing Act (225 ILCS 225/ et seq). 

 

“Applicant” means the property owner as defined herein who has applied for a permit or his or her 

authorized agent. 

 

“Approved” or “Approval” as it pertains to this ordinance, means constructed and installed in compliance 

with technical standards and requirements of this ordinance. Approved does not imply or ensure that a 

system will perform satisfactorily. 

 

“Curtain Drain” a subsurface drain installed at or above the moderately slowly permeable subsoil with 

gravel to within maximum of twelve inches (12") of the surface to intercept the movement of subsurface 

water from higher ground toward the private sewage disposal system and discharging by means of a 

positive outlet, to a lower area. 
 

 

“Dosing tank” means a watertight tank or receptacle used or intended for use, for the purpose of receiving 
and retaining the effluent or overflow of a septic tank until discharged by an automatic siphon or pump. 
 

 

“Health Officer” the administrator of the County Health Department or their authorized representative.  
 

“Health Department” means the DeKalb County Health Department, including its duly authorized 

representatives. 
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“Maintenance” any activity that is needed to keep the private sewage disposal system operating properly, 

such as, but not limited to, the following: pumping the tank, replacement of tank lid, replacement of septic 

tank baffles, replacement of drop box lids, raising inspection ports to grade, adjusting water elevation in 

drop boxes, replacing sewer line between tank and seepage field, replacing pumps, replacing the line 

between the tank and the seepage field, or the elimination of depressions over lines, or the installation of 

water conservation devices. 

 

“Permit Fee” means a fee assessed for the issuance of a permit by the DeKalb County Health Department 

and for an inspection to be conducted in the fulfillment of a private sewage disposal permit. 

 

“Prohibited Discharges”  means discharge of raw or improperly treated domestic sewage to the surface of 
the ground or to farm tiles, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes or other collectors of water.  
 

"Property'' means any parcel or combination of contiguous parcels, under ownership or control for which 

legal title has been recorded and which is designated by its owner as a tract of land to be used, developed, 

or built upon as a unit. 

 

"Property Owner" means the person in whose name legal title to property is recorded. 

 

“Private Sewage Disposal System” means an absorption system relying on natural processes and/or 
mechanical components that is used to collect, store, treat, neutralize, stabilize, or dispose sewage which 
is not a part of or connected to a public wastewater treatment plant, and serves less than 15 people or 
population equivalent. 

 
“Septic tank” means a watertight tank or receptacle used for the purpose of receiving waste from flush toilets, 
sink lavatories, bathtubs, showers, laundry drains, basement floor drains, any other similar waste lines and 
intended to provide for the separation of substantial portions of the suspended solids in such wastes and for 
the partial destruction by bacterial action in the solids so separated. 

 
“Sewage” means the combined domestic liquid wastes conducted away from residences, business 
dwellings, institutions, and other places of human occupancy or any liquid wastes which may be injurious 
to the health, welfare or safety of the public. 

 
“Sewer” means an artificial conduit to carry off sewage connected to a public wastewater treatment plant. 

 
 

Sec. 40-A-3  Jurisdiction 
 

The provisions of this article shall apply within the geographical boundaries of the County except in cities, 
villages and incorporated towns that provide and enforce rules and regulations which are at least as stringent 
as this article. 

 

Sec. 40-A-4  Sewage Disposal System Required 
 

All buildings where people live, work or assemble shall be provided with a sewage disposal system joined 
and constructed to promote and safeguard public health by the prevention of contagion and the spread of 
infectious diseases. Such facilities shall be constructed in accordance with the provisions of this article. 

 

Sec. 40-A-5  Community Development Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the property owner, water well contractor or closed loop contractor contact the 
subdivision developer and DeKalb County Community Development to review the previously accepted 
engineering plans for the subdivision to determine locations of required setbacks, drainage requirements, 
easements, floodplains, surface drain system, detention/ retention ponds and other features. Nothing 
contained herein shall absolve the applicant from the necessity of following all applicable plats, PUD's , 
covenants, etc. that are in effect regarding applicant's property. 
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Sec. 40-A-6  Connections to Public Sewer Required 
 

New or renovated private sewage disposal systems shall not be approved where a sanitary sewer operated 
and maintained under permit of the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency is available for connection.  A 
sanitary sewer is available for connection when it is within 300 feet of a residential property or a non-
residential property with a sewage flow less than 1500 gallons per day, or within 1000 feet of a non-
residential property with a sewage flow greater than or equal to 1500 gallons per day, unless a physical 
barrier or local ordinance exists that prevents connection to the sewer.  If connection from the property to 
the sanitary sewer cannot be made with an individual line (i.e., 4" inch line), then a private sewage disposal 
system may be installed.    (77 Ill. Adm. Code 905.20) 

 

Sec. 40-A-7  Discharges of Sewage; Improper Operation of Systems 

Every private sewage disposal system shall be maintained in a proper sanitary condition and in a proper 
state of repair by the owner. It shall be unlawful for any person to permit or cause the discharge of 
improperly treated sewage directly or indirectly to any lake, stream, ditch, ground surface or abandoned 
well, or to allow the contents of any privy, vault, septic tank, or private sewage disposal system or 
component thereof, to emit any offensive odor, or to become objectionable so as to be dangerous or 
prejudicial to the health, safety and welfare of the public. Upon verification of such unsanitary conditions, 
the county health department shall give written notice to the owner and/or legal occupant responsible for 
such acts or omissions, ordering abatement of same. Failure of any person to obey such an abatement 
order shall constitute a violation of this chapter.  (77 Ill. Adm. Code 905.20) 

 

Sec. 40-A-8  Maintenance of Private Sewage Disposal Systems 
 
1.          After January 1, 2014, as a condition of applying for an installation approval required by 77 Ill. Admin 

Code 905.190, the signature by the property owners on the installation approval 
submission/construction permit for any private sewage disposal system being installed, repaired or 
renovated serves as written acknowledgement that the property owners are aware of and accept 
the responsibility to service and maintain the private sewage disposal system in accordance with 
the Act and this Part. 

  
2.         The property owner or the private sewage disposal system owner shall maintain all maintenance 

records on forms provided or approved by the Health Department and make records available upon 
request by the Health Department.  These records shall be transferred from owner to 
owner.  Records shall be kept for the life of the system. 

  
3.         After January 1, 2014, private sewage disposal systems installed and permitted under Section 

905.190 are required to be maintained and serviced to ensure proper operation in accordance with 
the following: 

  
A.        Septic tank to a subsurface seepage system or septic tank followed by a sand filter discharging 

to a subsurface seepage system. 
  

i.          Private sewage disposal system septic tanks serving residential properties shall be 
evaluated prior to or within 3 years after the date of installation of the system.  The 
system may be evaluated by the homeowner, a Private Sewage Disposal System 
Installation Contractor, a licensed Environmental Health Practitioner, an Illinois 
licensed Professional Engineer, a representative of IL Department of Public Health, 
or an agent of the Health Department.  The evaluation shall determine whether the 
tanks and all of the compartments of the private sewage disposal system have layers 
of scum and settled solids greater than 33% of the liquid capacity of the tank.  If the 
layers of scum and settled solids are greater than 33%, the tanks and compartments 
shall be pumped out and maintenance shall be performed.  After the first evaluation, 
the system shall be evaluated a minimum of once every 5 years.  Depending on the 
system's use, the tanks and compartments may need to be evaluated and pumped 
more frequently. 
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ii.         Private sewage disposal system septic tanks serving non-residential property shall be 
evaluated within 3 years after the date of installation of the system. The system may 
be evaluated by a Private Sewage Disposal System Installation Contractor, a licensed 
Environmental Health Practitioner, an Illinois licensed Professional Engineer, a 
representative of IL Department of Public Health, or an agent of the Health Department. 
The evaluation shall determine whether the tanks and all of the compartments of the 
private sewage disposal system have  layers of scum and settled solids greater than 
33% of the liquid capacity of the tank.  If the layers of scum and settled solids are 
greater than 33%, the tanks and compartments shall be pumped out and maintenance 
shall be performed.  After the first evaluation, the system shall be evaluated at 
minimum once every 3 years.  Depending on the system's use, the tanks and 
compartments may need to be evaluated and pumped more frequently. 

 
B.        An aerobic treatment unit (ATU) requires evaluation and maintenance at least once every 6 

months. The system may be evaluated by a Private Sewage Disposal System Installation 
Contractor, a licensed Environmental Health Practitioner, an Illinois licensed Professional 
Engineer, a representative of IL Department of Public Health, or an agent of the Health 
Department.  The homeowner of an ATU may conduct the inspection and maintenance as 
defined within the Act, but the inspection and maintenance shall be performed per the 
manufacturer's requirements to assure proper operation.  If the required inspections and 
maintenance are not performed, the system is in violation of this Ordinance and State law. 

  
C.       Sand filters and waste stabilization ponds with surface discharges require an evaluation to 

determine whether the tanks and all of the compartments of the private sewage disposal 
system have layers of scum and settled solids greater than 33% of the liquid capacity of the 
tank.  If the layers of scum and settled solids are greater than 33%, the tanks and 
compartments shall be pumped out and maintenance shall be performed.  The system shall be 
evaluated a minimum of once every year.  The system may be evaluated by a Private Sewage 
Disposal System Installation Contractor, a licensed Environmental Health Practitioner, an 
Illinois licensed Professional Engineer, a representative of IL Department of Public Health, or 
an agent of the Health Department.  Depending on the system's use, the tanks and 
compartments may need to be evaluated and pumped more frequently.  The homeowner of a 
sand filter or waste stabilization pond may conduct the inspection and maintenance as defined 
within the Act, but the inspection and maintenance shall be performed per the requirements of 
this Part to assure proper operation. 

  
D.        All other private sewage disposal systems that are not listed in subsection (q)(3)(A) through 

(C) shall be maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications or based on a 
maintenance interval approved by the Health Department. 

  
E.        The owner of a private sewage disposal system may submit an alternative maintenance interval 

to the Health Department for approval. The Health Department will evaluate the alternative 
interval on a case-by-case basis.  The approval is not transferable from owner to owner. 
Change in ownership or use of the private sewage disposal system will void the approval. 

  
4.         A failure to properly operate, maintain and have routine service conducted on a private sewage 

disposal system is in violation of this Ordinance and State law.  (77 Ill. Adm. Code 905.20) 

 
Sec. 40-A-9  Administration and Enforcement 

 

1.  The DeKalb County Health Department’s  representative shall be authorized to apply and enforce 
the provisions of this article. 

 

2.  The DeKalb County State's Attorney's Office shall be authorized to bring any necessary actions and 
prosecute any violations of this ordinance in the Circuit Court, whether that be in the form of criminal, 
civil, injunctive or any other relief authorized by law. 

 
 

 
 
 



Chapter 40 – Private Sewage Disposal  

DeKalb County Code    Page 5 of 8 
 

 

Sec. 40-A-10 Hearings 
 

The hearing conferences provided for in this article shall be conducted by the health officer or authorized 
representative at a time and place designated by the health officer or authorized representative. The 
Health Department and the permit holder shall be entitled to call witnesses, be represented by legal 
counsel, and a record shall be made of the proceedings. The health officer or authorized representative 
shall make a final finding based upon the complete information presented and shall sustain, modify or 
rescind any notice or order considered at the prehearing conference. A written decision shall be furnished 
to the holder of the permit by the health officer or authorized representative and said decision shall be 
final. 

 

Sec. 40-B  PERMITS 
 

Sec. 40-B-1  Required 
 

No person shall begin construction of or make any alteration or addition to any septic tank, private sewage 
disposal system until the owner or his representative has submitted an application and received approval, 
from the Health Department. 

 

 
Sec. 40-B-2  Application and Soil Evaluation  

 

A person applying for a private sewage disposal permit shall use and submit the forms provided by the 
Health Department which must inc lude a scale drawing, showing the location of all existing and  
proposed  buildings,  wells,  cisterns,  septic  tanks,  grease  traps,  seepage  systems,  privy  vaults, sewers, 
and other sewage disposal facilities and show by drawings, plans and specifications the facilities to be 
constructed. A soil evaluation shall be submitted with the permit application for all application submittals.  

 

 
Sec. 40-B-3  Fee 

 
 

Permit fees as required under this article shall be set by the board of health and approved by the County 
Board. A fee schedule shall be maintained in the office of the County clerk and the County Health Department. 
The fee schedule shall be available for review and copying by the public. A permit will be required for each 
private sewage disposal system installed, repaired or modified. 

 
Sec. 40-B-4  Expiration 

 

The private sewage disposal system permit shall expire one year after its issuance. 

 
Sec. 40-B-5  Right of Inspections 

 

The Health Department shall have access to any property seeking permit approval to determine satisfactory 
compliance with the provisions set forth in this article. Access shall be deemed essential for, but not 
necessarily limited to, the following: 

 
(1)  Performing soil investigations and reviewing soil borings; 
(2)  On-site layout review; 
(3)  Inspecting any stage of installation of the system; 
(4)  Final inspection following completion of the system, prior to covering; 
(5) The owner or contractor shall give at least 24 hours advance notice to the Health Department before 

installation of any component of the private sewage disposal system; 
(6)  Any part of an installation which has been covered prior to final approval shall be uncovered upon order 

of the health authority. 
 

Sec. 40-B-6  Issuance 
 

A private sewage disposal permit shall be issued only when the plans and specifications for an installation 
are not less than the requirements of this article and are approved by the Health Department. 

 

Sec. 40-B-7  Installer’s Responsibility 
 

Any failure to construct according to approved plans and specifications shall be deemed a violation of this 
article for which the installer may be held liable, and face the enforcement provisions outlined in this 
ordinance. 
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Sec. 40-B-8  Revocation or Suspension of Permit 
 

1. The DeKalb County Health Department shall have the authority to revoke or suspend water well 
permits, closed loop well permits or transient non-community water system permits when information 
serving as the basis for approval is found to be false or erroneous, or when provisions of this 
ordinance, applicable state statute or administrative code are violated. 

2. The DeKalb County Health Department shall also retain the right to refer the matter to the State’s 
Attorney to seek any and all legal remedies available to address such misrepresentations and actions 
taken inconsistent with this Code.  

3. The reason for the suspension or revocation of a permit shall be e-mailed, or mailed to the applicant 
at the address provided on the permit application, by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

 

Sec. 40-B-9  Penalty 
 
1. The DeKalb County Health Department shall determine the amount of the fine based upon the 

seriousness of the violation. The seriousness of the violation will be determined as follows: 
  

• Type A – violations considered the most grievous, which shall be grounds to assess a larger 
fine, shall be activities that create a health hazard, unlicensed activities and repeat violations. 
Examples of these activities include violations of not maintaining setbacks (77 Ill. Adm. Code 
920.Table C), falsifying information on permits or reports, and the use of prohibited materials. 
The amount of the fine shall be $1,000 for each violation in addition to $100 per day for each 
day the violation continues. 

  

• Type B – violations relating to improper construction practices, the misuse of materials and/or 
deviation of manufacture design install instructions, failure to install a private sewage disposal 
system according to the approved plan. The amount of the fine shall be $750 for each violation 
in addition to $100 per day for each day the violation continues 

  

• Type C – administrative violations involving paperwork, such as failure to obtain a permit, 
failure to notify this department 48 hours prior of the start of construction of a new private 
sewage disposal system installation, or repair of an existing private sewage disposal system 
shall be considered the least serious. The amount of the fine shall be $500 for each violation in 
addition to $100 per day for each day the violation continues. 

 
2.   Revocation of a permit shall not be considered a recovery or penalty so as to bar any other penalty 

being enforced. The levy and/or payment of any penalty or fine provided in this article shall not be 
deemed a waiver of the authority of the health officer or authorized representative to suspend, revoke 
or refuse to renew any license or permit for cause. 

 
Sec. 40-B-10  Severability 
 

All provisions, paragraphs, sections, divisions, subdivisions and any portions thereof of this chapter are 
separate and distinct. If any one or more provisions, paragraphs, sections, divisions, subdivisions or 
portions thereof, are found to be void, invalid or otherwise unenforceable, the validity of the remaining 
provisions, paragraphs, sections, divisions, subdivisions or portions that can be given effect without such 
void provisions shall not be affected. 

 
Sec. 40-C SUMP PUMP & WATER SOFTENER DISCHARGE 

 
Sec. 40-C-1  Sump Pump 

 

A basement sump pump may be used for collection and discharge of drainage from foundation footing drains 
and such discharge shall be to the outside ground surface. 
 

Sec. 40-C-2  Water Softener 
If a water softener is utilized the discharge line shall bypass the septic tank into the seepage field, or into a 
separate seepage field line. 
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Sec. 40-D  PRIVATE SEWAGE PUMPING LICENSE & PORTABLE SANITATION BUSINESS 
 
Sec. 40-D-1  Required 

 

No person shall engage in or carry on the business of cleaning or servicing septic tanks, portable toilets, 
seepage pits, cesspools  or  other  sewage  disposal  unit  without  a  license  issued  by  the  Health 
Department.  If an applicant, has a current state license, and meets all the requirements of this chapter he 
shall be licensed upon payment. 

 
Sec. 40-D-2  Application 

 
No person shall collect, store, transport, or dispose of seepage until the private sewage disposal pumper 
has applied, submitted, and received their license from the Health Department. 

 

Sec. 40- D-3  Fee 
 

A person desiring a private sewage disposal pumper license shall pay an annual license fee set by the 
County Board. The fee shall be maintained in the office of the County Clerk and the County Health 
Department. The fee shall be available for review and copying by the public. 

 
Sec. 40- D-4  Issuance 

 

If the Health Department, after such inspection of equipment and investigation as is deemed necessary, is 
satisfied that the applicant for a private sewage disposal pumper license has the qualifications, experience 
and equipment to perform the services in a manner not detrimental to public health, and the site of disposal 
of sludge or other wastes from any septic tank, seepage pit, cesspool or other waste disposal unit is 
approved, a license shall be issued to the applicant upon payment of the required fee. 

 
Sec. 40- D-5  Expiration 

 

A private sewage disposal pumper license shall, regardless of the date of issuance, expire on March 1 of 
each year. 

 

Sec. 40- D-6  Revocation 
 

The Health Department may suspend or revoke any private sewage disposal pumper license if, after a 
hearing, he shall find incompetency, negligence, misrepresentation or failure to comply with any of the 
provisions of this article. 

Sec. 40-E SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM INSTALLER'S LICENSE 

Sec. 40-E-1  Required 
 

No person shall engage in or carry on the business of construction, installing, altering or repairing of any 
sewage disposal system or component without a license issued by the Health Department. If an applicant, 
has a current state license, and meets all the requirements of this chapter he shall be licensed upon payment 
of the fees. 

 
Sec. 40-E-2  Application 

 

A person desiring the license required in this division shall apply in writing on such form as prescribed by 
the Health Department. 

 

Sec. 40-E-3  Fee 
 

A.  A person desiring a private sewage disposal system installer's  license  shall  pay  an  annual  license  
fee  set  by  the  County  Board.  The  fee  shall  be maintained in the office of the County Clerk and the 
County Health Department. The fee shall be available for review and copying by the public. 
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Sec. 40-E-4  Issuance 
 

If the Health Department, after such investigation as is deemed necessary, is satisfied that an applicant for 
the license private sewage disposal system installer has the qualifications, experience, and equipment 
to perform the services in a manner not detrimental to public health and upon payment of the required fee, 
a license shall be issued to the applicant. 
 

Sec. 40-E-5  Expiration 
 

A private sewage disposal system installer's license shall, regardless of the date of issuance, expire on 
March 1 of each year. 

 

Sec. 40-E-6  Revocation 
 

The Health Officer may suspend or revoke any private sewage disposal system installer's license if, after a 
hearing, he shall find incompetency, negligence, misrepresentation or failure to comply with any of the 
provisions of this article. 


