
DeKalb County 
Board of Health Meeting
TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2026



I. Approval of Agenda
APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING AGENDA OF 
03-24-2026



II. Approval of Minutes
APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES OF 
01-27-2026



III. Persons To Be Heard 
From The Floor*

* Any member of the public may address the Board of Health or Committee for 
up to 3 minutes on any topic of their choosing, limited to thirty minutes in total.



IV. Presentation
SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING PROGRAM
2025 SOLID WASTE ANNUAL REPORT



1. Solid Waste and Recycling 
Program



History
•In 1988, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency passed the Solid Waste 
Planning and Recycling Act, requiring that by March 1, 1995, the County 
officially adopt a plan for the management of municipal waste generated 
within its boundaries and set target goals for recycling.

•In March of 1995, the DeKalb County Board adopted the DeKalb County Solid 
Waste Plan and appointed the DeKalb County Health Department to be the 
administrative agency to manage the Solid Waste Management Program for 
the county. 

•Implementation of the Plan by the Health Department began in January 1996. 
In 2000, and every five years thereafter, the DeKalb County Board of Health 
complete reviews, updates and approval of the Plan. 



History
•In August 2014, revenue for the Solid Waste Program transitioned from 
tipping fees to a Host Fee Agreement.  

•The County Board adopted Resolution 2014-65 on September 17, 2014 to 
adopt zero waste as a guiding principle within the DeKalb County Solid Waste 
Management Plan, as recommended by the Zero Waste Task Force, and 
directed that the initial task focus on: 
• the expansion of Rural Recycling
• development of an ordinance to address Commercial/ Multi-Unit Recycling
• development of a pilot program to harvest organic waste  
• establishment of a community advisory committee to provide input



History
•Over the course of the last thirty years, the Solid Waste program has 
committed to managing Solid Waste with the intention of diverting 
as much away from the landfill as possible.

•Each year, the Program follows the plan to work toward the goal of 
reducing the landfill rate by 50 percent by the year 2034. 

•Based on the data limitations of reporting businesses, data suggests 
about 20% of waste was diverted from landfills. Another way of 
measuring the amount of waste generated is by measuring the 
Pounds per Person per Day (ppd). 
•In 2025, the landfill rate measured 3.37 ppd



Staffing
•Solid Waste Funds support a portion of the Health Protection 
Director and 1 FTE Solid Waste Associate (new staff as of September 
of 2025).

•Funded through the landfill host benefit agreement with the County.



2. 2025 Solid Waste Report



Waste Management DeKalb County Landfill Data
2023 2024 2025

Total waste deposited (in tons) 
excluding special waste 498,569 491,100 494,911

Total out of county waste 
deposited (in tons) 459,023 458,935 456,095

Percentage of out-of-county waste 92.06% 93.30% 92.18%
Average tons per day deposited     
(5-day weeks, total 260 days) 1,917.57 1,889.00 1,903.50

Years of life remaining at current 
disposal rate 37 37 36



2025 Achievements
Rural Recycling 
Social media was used to raise awareness for the availability of rural 
recycling sites, to divert resident waste from going to the landfill. About 
132 tons were diverted from our pilot recycling program.

Commercial/Multi-Unit Housing Recycling
Worked with the DeKalb Citizens Environmental Commission on the 
ongoing DeKalb Sustainability Plan.

Events
Continued hosting the Household Hazardous Waste drive, three 
Electronics/Aerosol Collections, and a Holiday Lights collection.



Other 2025 Solid Waste Achievements
• Increased public awareness for recycling and food scrap collection through 

social media, at community festivals and events.
• Maintained relationships with the waste industry partners, including the IL 

County Solid Waste Managers Association and Citizens Environmental 
Commission to network, share ideas, stay informed of legislation and 
advocacy efforts. 

• Continued our pilot drop off location for sharps disposal.
• Implemented Recycle Coach to better inform the public how to manage 

waste and recycling.
• Worked with the University of Illinois Extension to educate DeKalb County 

children on environmental issues during field studies, having 659 attendees; 
KinderFest having 327 attendees; and NatureFest having 58 attendees.



2026 Program Goals
Rural Recycling
• Continue to increase community awareness of the availability of rural recycling 

sites in order to encourage recycling.
• Create rural recycling maps so residents can better utilize this resource to recycle. 
Commercial/Multi-Unit Housing Recycling
• Work with Municipal leaders to advocate for stronger recycling ordinances and 

implement new programs.  
• Encourage commercial and multi-unit owners to voluntarily institute recycling 

policies. 
• Implementing programs to educate residents about recycling. 

 Events
•Increase total number of people attending the Household Hazardous Waste 
collection, Electronics Collection, and Holiday Lights collection.



Other 2026 Solid Waste Program Goals
•Increase public awareness of recycling through outreach events and social 
media.

•Work with municipal leaders to implement Recycle Coach to improve resident 
recycling practices.

•Continue collaborating with waste industry partners, including the IL County 
Solid Waste Managers Association, for networking, idea sharing, legislative 
updates, and advocacy.

•Continue to partner with the U of I Extension to educate DeKalb County children 
on environmental issues.

•Explore the feasibility of establishing electronics drop-off sites.
•Continue offering free sharps disposal for residents.
•Develop a plan with the Battery Network to divert batteries from landfills.



Per Capita Landfill Rate (ppd)
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2026 Upcoming Events
Events scheduled for 2026 at the DeKalb Airport:

• FREE Electronic/Textile/Book/Aerosol Product 
and Fee-Based Latex Paint Collection
o March 28, 2026
o June 20, 2026
o October 17, 2026

• Household Hazardous Waste Collection
o May 16, 2026 (Registration required.)



Questions?



V. Combined Report
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2026



VI. Financial Data
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2026

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF CHECK DISPERSEMENTS FOR 
JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2026



VII. Old Business



VIII. Committee Reports
NOMINATING COMMITTEE



Committee Recommendations

Appointment for a First 3-year term: (01-01-2026 through 12-31-2028)

Courtney Hill (Community Member)

Appointment to complete the 3-year term vacated by Dr. Thornton:   
(08-01-2026 through 12-31-2026)

Dr. Blair Wright (Physician)



IX. New Business
CONSIDERATION/APPROVAL OF SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 5-YEAR UPDATE

REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF DRAFT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT

CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF PROPOSED JOB CLASSIFICATION

MEASLES RESPONSE UPDATE



1. Consideration and Approval 
of Solid Waste Management 
Plan 5-Year Update



5-Year Update Changes
•Continuing to increase awareness of 
how to properly recycle – Social media

•Started a pilot program to collect 
sharps for residents

•Status: Ongoing – Continuing our pilot 
program for residents to safely dispose 
of their sharps
•Expanded resident recycling locations



2. Review and Discussion of 
Draft 2025 Annual Report



DCHD Annual Report
•BOH Bylaws, section 3.6.10 – By June 30th 
of each year, publish an annual report 
explaining the Health Department’s 
activities and expenditures for the past year. 

•Beginning in 2022, BOH should review draft 
content for discussion and/or feedback.

•Final report to be approved and published 
publicly thereafter.



Draft 2025 
Annual Report

•DeKalb County Medical Reserve Corps (MRC)

•Better Birth Outcomes – Comprehensive 
(BBO-C) Program

• Well and Septic Ordinance Updates

• Community Partnership and Engagement

Spotlights



Draft 2025 
Annual Report
Data Highlights



Draft 2025 
Annual Report
Programs



Draft 2025 
Annual Report
Financial 
Statement



Draft 2025 
Annual Report
Did You Know?



3. Consideration and Approval of 
Proposed Job Classification



Proposed Certifying Professional Authority 
Job Classification for WIC Program
CERTIFYING PROFESSIONAL 
AUTHORITY (CPA)

•A bachelor’s trained nutritionist, OR 
bachelor’s degree in a closely related field, 
OR Registered Nurse is considered a CPA

•A CPA may see both low- and high-risk 
clients

•Payrate: $25.78
•Several current WIC staff are considered 
CPA’s, according to WIC

CERTIFYING PROFESSIONAL 
AUTHORITY ASSISTANT (CPAA):

• An associate's trained nutritionist, OR 
associates degree in closely related field, OR 
a person with a high school diploma with 
equivalent experience is considered a CPAA

•A CPAA may only see low-risk clients and a 
higher level of oversight from senior WIC 
staff is required

•Payrate: $21.44
•The purpose of the proposed CPAA 
classification is to broaden the recruitment 
pool and attract a wider range of qualified 
candidates



4. Measles Response Update



What is Measles?
•A highly contagious viral illness

•Spreads through respiratory droplets and airborne transmission

•Spreads through coughing and sneezing-virus can live in the air for 
up to 2 hours after an infected person leaves.
•Especially dangerous for infants, pregnant individuals and 
immunocompromised persons.  



Measles
Signs and Symptoms
•Signs and Symptoms include: high 
fever, cough, runny nose, kolpik spots 
(tiny white spots inside the mouth), 
red rash that starts on the face and 
spreads downward. 

•Contagious period is 4 days before 
rash appears and 4 days after rash 
onset. 



Positive Measles Case 
•First confirmed case identified in DeKalb County, Illinois since 2019. 

•Case confirmed through laboratory testing. 

•News release and information shared with the public on March 12, 2026
•Possible indoor exposure locations include:

• 03/02/26: Walmart (2300 Sycamore Rd., DeKalb, IL.) from 2:30 pm – 4:45pm
• 03/09/26: Post Office (600 E. Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb, IL.) from 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm



Case 
Investigation



Prevention
•Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) 
Vaccine - Two doses of the MMR 
vaccine are about 97% effective at 
preventing measles. 

•The MMR vaccine requires two doses 
to be considered fully vaccinated.

•Isolation and quarantine to help stop 
the spread.



X. Executive Session
BIANNUAL REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

PERSONNEL MATTER



XII. Correspondence 
and News



XIII. Adjournment
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